
Village Voices  
Mission Australia Centre workshops 
 
Brainstorming ideas about Surry Hills 
 
Sunday poetry hustle and rustle two police stations 
bed bugs cars and buses modern living 
couldn't afford it searching for gelato pubs 
not fight Crown Street Women's Hospital convenient 
didn't belong live in a place that doesn't 

accept you 
trying to hang on 

on the queue one world to another Crown Street school 
gay and lesbian hipster points trees 
live in peace always accepted at library value education 
love look at other people living where is the bus 
real people tired - it drains you contrasts 
Greek great mixture parking 
Irish a lovely atmosphere manufacturing 
a real mixture new apartments poverty 
Dimitri's pizza walk street everyday suits 
St Margaret's Brett Whitely gallery Messina 
drinking wine crowd lining up for ice-cream diversity 
love all can't afford to live here Mardi Gras 
festival I might resort to a dandelion Raper Street 
markets been to latest restaurant cafe 
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Village Voices  
Northcott Community Centre workshops 
 
Brainstorming ideas about Surry Hills 
 
Where people 
congregate, there will be 
change 
 

Social butterfly 
 

People go around with 
their eyes wide shut 
 

Foveaux dreams 
 

Prefab bricks and 
mortar 
 

European migrants 
 

Generation 
dying/moving on 
 

Corner shop as 
microcosm of society 
 

Suburb within suburb 
 

Microcosm of humanity 
 

Racism was more overt 
 

More inclusive now 
 

Coloured poodles 
 

Always return back to 
Surry Hills 
 

Surry Hills Village 
 

Organic and gluten free 
 

Compact 
 

A fear was there 
 

They call me sister 
 

Always say hello 
 

Area 18 
 

It's got everything you 
need 

Understand the basics 
 

Gentrification 
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Written by Natasha Io 1 

Surry Hills  
By Natasha Io. 

 
 
Devonshire St morning due has not dissipated to the noon day heat.  
 
Sleeping dog parking spots on Cleveland St.  
 
Foveaux’s farm re-imagined in glass and tin, concrete and brick.  
 
Devonshire St granite necropolis reborn leafy metropolis.  
 
Strawberry Hill crik to Albion Brewery tis sweet unique.  
 
Riley St larrikins morph to recycle wheely bins.  
 
Below O’Hears steps children did play in Frog Hollow.  
 
Strawberry Hill streams now in pipes for your convenience :-p.  
 
Mousaka Migration Municipal Masala. 
 
Wise words oft repeated, ‘there goes the neighbourhood’. 
 
Messers Goodlet and Smith dreamed my home.  
 
3d to 3 dollars for wheat flour, yeast and water. Why? 
 
Gentrified hipsters are obsolescence in waiting.  
 
 
 

Written submissions for ‘Village Voices’ Crown St, Surry Hills Public Artwork 
Commission in conjunction with Astra Howard. 
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Village Voices  
Surry Hills Library workshops 
 
Brainstorming ideas about Surry Hills 
 
ART IS DEAD LONG 
LIVE MONEY 
 

WHITE HORSE HOTEL 
LAY AS A VACANT 
SHELL 
 

RUMOURS OF 
MAFIOSO BIKER 
GANGS LETTING IT 
DECAY 

STILL ADORNED A 
CROWNING WITH ITS 
CRUMBLING HORSE 
HOOVES 
PROUD IN THE WILD 
AND UNBRIDLED THE 
BUILDING BOARDED 
UP 

POST 
GENTRIFICATION 
 

THE CREATIVE CITY 
IS DEAD WITH 
TECHNOLOGY 
OVERLOAD 
 

SHE KNOWS MY 
NAME 
 

CHAIRS ON THE 
STREETS INVITING 
ME IN 

CRISP CLEAN SHIRTS 
GETTING PICKED UP 
 

SHE KNOWS MY 
COFFEE 
 

TOAST WITH LITTLE 
BUTTER AND 
VEGEMITE ON THE 
SIDE 

 

 
 
MSTV (Parallel Project) Ideas about Surry Hills 
 
YOU COULDN'T GIVE 
THE HOUSES AWAY 
HERE 

BISCUIT THE CAT 
 

THE WORDS YOU 
UTTER MAKE YOUR 
FEELINGS 

LATTE SET AND 
DOCTORS' WIVES 
 

NO CONVERSATION 
ENDS, THEY ARE 
JUST THE BEGINNING 
OF A NEW ONE 

ONE IN FIVE HAVE 
MENTAL ILLNESS 
 

2500 SUICIDES PER 
YEAR 
 

STREETS AND CAFES 
FILLED WITH FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT 

LOOK AFTER EACH 
OTHER 
 

YOU SAY, YOU FEEL, 
YOU ARE 

EVERYONE ADORES 
HIM 

GETTING HARDER 
AND HARDER 

HIS SONGS ARE WITH 
ME 
 

THEY GET THE 
NEWSPAPERS AND 
GOVERNMENTS THEY 
DESERVE 

THEY GET THE 
NEWSPAPERS AND 
GOVERNMENTS THEY 
DESERVE 

THE CLIMATE HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
CHANGING 
 

SURRY HILLS WHERE 
STYLE AND 
CREATIVITY WORK, 
REST AND PLAY 

I SEE HOPE 
 

INSPIRE OTHERS GINGER LATTE TURMERIC LATTE 
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Brainstorming at Streetlevel 
 
low income boarding houses workers houses strawberry hills 
farm a small narrow 

terrace 
multifaceted multicultural 

fortune seekers the shadow 
walkers 

thieves that walk 
in the shadows 

Kate Lee 

lost is found stone Little parks Tilly Divine 
public housing new tram line turfs low income 
throat cut going to library diversity old fashioned 

pubs 
through way frog hollow gentle pass cafes 
didn't walk up 
Albion Street 

change past and 
present 

tram line along 
Crown Street 

ambient 

reserved people people with dogs playing in parks coffee aromas 
shady streets    
 

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Barbara Roddenby 2017



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Emily West 2017



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Mel Winnell 2017



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Justin 2017

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Streetlevel workshops - Village Voices



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Foster House workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Raymond Cook 2018



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Foster House workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Raymond Cook 2018



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Foster House workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Terrence Bradbury 2018



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Foster House workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Jarrod 2018



astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Foster House workshops - Village Voices

astrahoward
Typewritten Text
Michael Robinson 2018




